
Formerly CMARD Meeting 
June 13, 2019. 10:30 am- 12 pm. | Multicultural Center 

Minutes 

 
 
 

Attendance: Jerry Firth, Aileen Burke, Richard (SAEA), Penny, Melody Scout, Victor, Anna Olsen, Erin 
Reid, Jessie, Tymm, Genesis, Laura Bremner, Heng, Bran Smith, Sean Singer, cam Howey, Amanda Scout, 
Dian Sim, Tyler (Lethbridge Pride Fest), Amanda Jensen 
 
Point 3: CMARD is a UNESCO initiative 

- City of Lethbridge signed on in 2007 and Roy became the Inclusion Specialist. When he left, 
things were kind of muddy  

- In May, 2018, a re-strategizing plan was put in to motion 
- Tymm was hired at the City, and Victor and Tymm partnered to exercise the new plan 
- Currently re-modelling to look like Red Deer and Wood Buffalo 

o This was decided after hosting community conversations and hiring a facilitator 
o This model allows for autonomy from the City, allowing for more immediate responses 

to the community; the City is funding the work still.  
- Still trying to rework the new name; Coalition of Inclusive Municipalities is now the provincial (?) 

umbrella name – send suggestions to Victor for local names 
- New group to seek a reaffirmation from the City to their commitment  

 
Point 3a): There are new reporting requirements now that help keep the group accountable 

o Reports are not onerous and are able to be completed by the group 
- Group reached consensus to bring an ask to City Council seeking their reaffirmation to this 

commitment 
o Victor to work with Tymm and other City colleagues to make this happen 
o Was mentioned that every new Council should reaffirm 

- Going to look at hosting a celebration/signing of a charter as a way to engage the community 
and get a media presence for the rebranding kick-off.  

o A task force was struck to look at this consisting of: Aileen, Cam, Jerry, Penny, and Victor 
 

Point 4: New name is still in debate as there is some confusion surrounding the proposed name of 
Coalition for an Inclusive Lethbridge and the agency Inclusion Lethbridge; also problematic because the 
acronym used for the name could be pronounced as “kill” (CIL) 

- Want to ensure we are using positive messaging 
- Victor is going to create a new Doodle Poll to vote on name ideas that are provided to him 

o Everyone, send their suggestions, with acronyms, to Victor to be voted on 
- Going to identify this group as Coalition formerly known as CMARD in the June 24th Council 

presentation 
 
Point 5: People haven’t really had a chance to review so tabled to the July meeting 

- Everyone, review and submit feedback for the July meeting 
 
Point 6: Need to update the name throughout the document 



- Remove the part that  says specifically identified downtown businesses on page 5 
 

• (Points 6 through 13 correspond to the Action plan) #6 city will fund in partnership 
o Partner with Alberta human rights coalition to hold conference here for example 
o Everyone is okay with budget 
o Read through action items 
o 6.1 Idea to add Blackfoot term for Welcome instead of Esperanto 
o 6.2 hiring a consultant 
o 6.6 -- change aboriginal to indigenous -- Sean talked about need to not generalize and to 

be very clear about how you are referring to these issues and work with indigenous folks 
who are already doing this work. 

  
• This highlights need to clarify terms o f reference. 

6.7 could be tied into diversity campaign as well (2) 
  

8. Youth invited to today's meeting but unable to attend 
9. Asking for clarity over whether this is to recognize schools or students 

1. Tymm -- it's up to us to decide 
2. Working with existing recognition program 
3. This is seen as a separate award presented through Volunteer Lethbridge 

11. Community helper program with high schools -- get a workshop on anti-racism etc. 
1. We would support that through speakers, etc. 
2. Ex: program delivered through Hate Hurts 
3. Seven Stars youth -- potential partner 

i. Based on Blackfoot values 
1. For all youth 
2. Restoring values 

13. Question of whether we need to create an open line for people to call if they want to report a 
hate crime rather than reporting to a coalition. 

1. Reporting hate crime goes to police 
2. There's a whole system for reporting 

  
Back to regular Agenda:  
Item #10 -- please send in your nominations to Victor 
  
Items 7 - 12 are tabled till next meeting 
 


